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From the Commander

After the American invasion of Luzon in 1945, General
MacArthur authorized three raids where American units took

incredible risks to free American and Allied prisoners. All
three were hugely successful with minor casualties. We cele-
brate the bravery of men in the units involved. But we tend to
overlook the fact that the success of these raids was possible
only due to the participation of the Philippine guerilla units that
supported them. Let’s take a look at the important roles of the
guerillas which are often overlooked when the kudos are
awarded.

On January 9, 1945 MacArthur’s 6™ Army landed at
Lingayen Gulf and proceeded rapidly south towards Manila.
As they approached Guimba on January 26, guerilla leaders
crossed through the lines and approached MacArthur’s staff
with a plan to rescue the POWs held at Cabanatuan. General
MacArthur chose to assign the 6™ Ranger Battalion and Alamo
Scouts to execute the mission, placing the guerillas in a support
role.

There were about 1,000 Japanese camped on the other
side of Cabu Creek just a few hundred yards from the camp and
about 7,000 Japanese were near Cabanatuan City about 5 miles
away. The guerillas were assigned to block the Japanese troops
and tanks from crossing Cabu Creek and coming to the rescue
of their fellows at the camp, and also to block the mass of
troops at Cabanatuan City.

The assault was made at 7:40, just after sunset, before
which Rangers had to creep close to the camp with little cover.
As soon as the attack started, the Japanese just across Cabu
Creek swarmed towards the bridge, which the guerillas dam-
aged with an explosive. Four tanks were blocked and de-
stroyed with bazookas, but the Japanese infantry continued to
attack. The guerillas held their position and saved the Rangers
from being attacked in their rear by a superior Japanese force.

The liberated prisoners were very weak but had to walk
several miles before Caribous carts were provided by the gue-
rillas to transport them. The guerillas blocking Cabanatuan
City were released after the Rangers and prisoners were away
from the camp and formed a flank guard for them. Those
guarding Cabu creek continued to fight until after midnight
when the Japanese assault ceased, and they could break off to
form a rear guard.

The bulk of the credit for the success of the operation
went to the Americans and those on the mission all received
some kind of medal. Yet the guerillas fought longer and took
more casualties, and without their effort, the Rangers would
have been quickly overwhelmed and the mission would have
been a disaster.

As the rangers and the prisoners were returning to Amer-
ican lines on January 31, 800 men from the 1% Cavalry passed
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Japan’s Historical
Revisionism

The following article was written by Mindy Kotler, Director of
Asian Policy Point, and an active supporter of American ser-
vice personnel who were prisoners of the Japanese during WW
1I. It provides further evidence of Japan’s efforts to prove that
it fought a “civilized” war, a theme that is headlined with its
contention that the U.S. committed far more serious atrocities
than did Japan.

Mindy’s blog is http://americanpowsofjapan.blogspot.com/.

On Friday, November 30, 2018 the Japan Times, the top
English-language daily newspaper in Japan declared it will
change how it refers to forced laborers and comfort women. It
is a dramatic capitulation to the Abe Administration's PR effort
to rewrite history to fit their political agenda. The substitute
phrase for "slave labor"--"wartime labor"--directly affects
the history of the American POWSs of Japan.

At the bottom of a Kyodo News wire story in the Nov 30th
Japan Times, "South Korea’s top court orders Mitsubishi
Heavy to pay compensation for wartime labor" the new own-
ers of the Japan Times write:

Editor’s note: In the past, The Japan Times has used
terms that could have been potentially misleading. The
term “‘forced labor” has been used to refer to laborers who
were recruited before and during World War II to work for
Japanese companies. However, because the conditions
they worked under or how these workers were recruited
varied, we will henceforth refer to them as “wartime labor-
ers.” Similarly, “comfort women” have been referred to
as “women who were forced to provide sex for Japanese
troops before and during World War Il.” Because the ex-
periences of comfort women in different areas throughout
the course of the war varied widely, from today, we will
refer to “comfort women” as “women who worked in war-
time brothels, including those who did so against their will,
to provide sex to Japanese soldiers.”

This is nothing less than astonishing, and outrageous. You
need to speak up. This is not a change of wording, it is a
change of definition. It is the manipulation of language to bury
history.

This has been an ongoing process with Abe Administra-
tion. A central theme for the Abe regime is to deny Japan's war
crimes as mere manifestations of victor's justice. Committees
have been formed and reports issued questioning everything
from the Kono Statement (tentative apology to the Comfort
Women) to the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal. Diplomats have
been tasked to dispute efforts to tell Japan's war history and

Japan’s Revisonism continued on Page 2
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them as they staged for a race to Manila through Japanese occu-
pied territory. At 1-minute past midnight on February 1, the Fly-
ing Column blasted through Japanese lines to initiate its mission.
It was divided into 3 serials which leapfrogged each other as the
lead serial captured a critical position and the other serials passed
through that position. Over 3 days they traveled 100 miles with
the first serial arriving at the outskirts of Manila in late afternoon
of February 3.

That serial advanced through North Manila directly to the
Malacanang Palace, where it was joined by guerillas to form a
perimeter around the seat of government. Through the night they
countered attacks from Japanese snipers.

The second serial traversed through back streets to the
main gate of Santo Tomas Internment Camp lead by a group of
guerillas. Their tanks crashed through the gate at approximately
9:00 that evening, after the guerilla leader was mortally wound-
ed. About 250 men in this serial subdued the Japanese garrison
after a firefight at the Education Building and formed a perimeter
guard to fight off any Japanese counter-attack. After midnight,
they were reinforced by the troops and tanks of the third serial.

Two days later, Japanese troops holding hostages, who
had taken cover in the Education Building, were allowed to de-
part with their weapons and wounded, and escorted to a Japanese
occupied sector of the city. Shortly after their release, they en-
countered a guerilla band, which killed most of them, taking just
a few as prisoners. The ex-prisoners in Santo Tomas are grateful
to the guerillas for safely leading their rescuers to the gates of the
camp, then later for wiping out their hated prison guards.

The ferocious Battle of Manila started immediately after
the liberation of Santo Tomas, but Los Bafios Internment Camp
40 miles south of Manila remained in Japanese hands. A couple
of prisoners escaped and with the help of guerillas made their
way to Cavite where they met up with the command of the 11™
Airborne Division. They were able to describe the layout of the
camp and the routine of the guards, information which was then
used in the planning of a raid to rescue the prisoners.

The plan was to involve 4 units. The first was a battalion
that would proceed overland and distract or block a Japanese
Infantry division from coming to the rescue of the guards while
the main part of the rescue was under way. The main assault
would be by a company of paratroopers who would drop adja-
cent to the camp. They would be supported by guerillas led by
members of the 11th Airborne Recon Platoon who would infil-
trate before the assault, and another battalion which would make
an amphibious landing from the large lake near the camp.

The assault was scheduled for February 23, 1945. Shortly
after dawn three C-54s carrying the paratroopers approached the
camp and as they started to jump, the guerillas burst out of the
jungle, wiping out the pillboxes at the entrance and racing to the
guardhouse to capture the guard’s weapons before they could
return from their morning exercise. The surprise by the guerillas
helped to leave the Japanese in disarray and prevented then from
forming an effective defense against the paratroopers, thus mak-
ing the assault a huge success with low casualties.

We who were prisoners are grateful for the risk that
American forces made to get to us in time, but we should never
forget the important role that the guerillas played in making their
missions a success.

Angus Lorenzen
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install memorials. The goal is to build a future reflecting an
idealized wartime regime. Ignored is that Japanese fascism
had bad personal, national, and international consequences.

Language matters. The imagery left by the change of
wording is misleading. It diminishes the experience and sani-
tizes the history.

It can be assumed that all forms of wartime labor are af-
fected by the wording change. Thus, the Allied POWs of Ja-
pan, are no longer to be referred to as forced or slave laborers.
They are now mere "wartime labor." This ignores the actual
military government proclamations (Cabinet Decisions) that
called for conscripted labor from Korea, kidnapped labor from
China, forced native labor from the Dutch East Indies, re-
quired for children to work in factories, and white slave labor
from the POWs. Mostly, it whitewashes the horrors and abus-
es inflicted upon those who did not willingly work for Japan
industries.

This editorial decision ignores the legal terms used by the
Japanese government itself. It buries the history by erasing the
language.

To be sure, the Japanese Government has always been shy
of the term "forced labor" preferring to say POWs and others
were "forced to work under harsh conditions." In the July
2015 Mitsubishi Materials "apology" to the American POWs
who slaved in their four wartime mines, this phrase "forced to
work under harsh conditions" is used. It should be noted this
is the ONLY formal corporate apology to POWs.

In regard to newspaper's new description of the Comfort
Women, it must be noted that In the Western context a brothel
is a pleasant place with willing women. Such a situation was
the exception for the Comfort Women. Illiterate teenage girls
sent to the front to service maybe 30 soldiers a night was the
norm. Further "Comfort Women" were what the women, girls
and boys were called in Japanese. It was the designation used
for these sex slaves in order to create a separate category for
this "military supply" from actual prostitutes (who were not to
be trafficked).

For Americans, and those in the West, this transparent
move demonstrates an uptick in the Abe Government PR cam-
paign to confuse and stifle discussion on Japanese war crimes.
Until now, the Japanese government has used diplomatic com-
plaints and money to press its version of history. The threat to
withhold money encourages organizations, scholars and busi-
ness to self-censor so as to not "upset" the Japanese. Money
persuaded the Filipinos to rip out a Comfort Women statue in
Manila that stood in the shadow of the Bayview Hotel the site
of an orgy of gang rape by Japanese soldiers in the waning
days of the war. All this comes as Osaka ends its sister city
relationship with San Francisco over a Comfort Women statue
and the establishment by the Japanese Embassy of a hotline
for Japanese who felt bullied because of history.

This is not a mere editorial policy of an independent
newspaper. The paper is owned by a front company for the
PR firm Dentsu, which manages the Abe Government's PR.
Sources suggest that Japan's Foreign Minister itself ordered
this change.

The only response should be loud condemnation. The
New York Times should sever its ties with the Japan Times.
The G20 and G7 should refuse to meet in Osaka next year.



Another Kind of Hell

The Luckiest Guerrilla — A True Tale of Love, War and the Army
by Patricia Murphy Minch
Published by First Steps Publishing, 2018
Reviewed by Angus Lorenzen

In late 1944, I was standing at a window on the east side of
the Main Building at Santo Tomas Internment Camp in Manila,
Philippine Islands. From there I could see the mountains of the
Luzon Central Cordillera that stretched far to the north and
watched three columns of smoke rising from them. I wondered
out loud what they could be, and someone standing nearby said
that it was probably guerrillas attacking Japanese installations. 1|
was thrilled to know that there were free men harassing the Japa-
nese whose treatment of we prisoners had become increasingly
harsh and deadly. Now, here is the story of what was really going
on in those remote mountains.

After her father’s death, Patricia Murphy Minch discovered
a trove of old letters and documents that covered the period of
WW II. Over the ensuing years, she has compiled them and cre-
ated a contemporaneous history of her parent’s experience during
the war, particularly of her father’s experience as a guerrilla in the
northern mountains of Luzon. Arthur Philip Murphy was a prodi-
gious letter writer, and a primary source for her book. Even after
war broke out and he was isolated, he continued to write letters to
his wife in Berkeley. Many were lost when Japanese attacked his
hideouts and he had to quickly evacuate, but many were saved
when he was able to smuggle some out, while most he entrusted
to a priest who kept them hidden until after the war ended.

Arthur (Art) Murphy graduated from UCLA in 1937 and
later that year married Lillian (Lil) Buffum. By the end of 1940,
when Art was activated from the U.S. Army reserve, they had two
baby girls. As a 1st lieutenant, he volunteered for a 1-year as-
signment in the Philippines, promised he would soon be joined by
his wife and children. Arriving in Manila, he discovered that all
military dependents were being returned to America and Lil
would not be able to join him.

He was assigned to help train and command the Philippine
Scouts, and he and other young officers enjoyed a freewheeling
lifestyle and active social life. Then he was assigned to Baguio,
where he was caught when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor and then
invaded Luzon. The next months were a whirl of action for Art
and his fellow young officers as they resisted the Japanese inva-
sion, but their mission was confused when General Wainwright
surrendered all American forces in the Philippines. Should he
and his troops surrender to the Japanese or should they continue
to resist, in which case they could be court-martialed for refusing
a direct order? They chose to resist, and the next 3 years became
a hellish cat-and-mouse game as they continually were sought by
the Japanese, while they harassed and ambushed Japanese units.

With the surrender of Corregidor, the Japanese dominated
the island of Luzon. Groups of guerillas formed but were at a
huge disadvantage as they were short of supplies and arms and
the Japanese hunted them down, forcing them to retreat further
into the mountains. Their one saving grace was that the Filipino
villagers hated the Japanese and supported the guerillas by smug-
gling food to them and providing them intelligence on Japanese
movements. The guerillas lived in caves and remote nipa huts
and suffered from exposure during the long rainy season. Initial-
ly, their groups were small and all they could do was harass the
Japanese by blowing bridges and ambushing small patrols. They
saw their numbers of the original American officers slowly de-
cline as they were captured, tortured and executed.

With time, they became better organized and more effec-
tive, and by 1944 they had formed an hierarchical command
structure for their operational area, which covered Luzon from

Lingayen Gulf to the north end of the island. They now were able 3

to execute coordinated attacks on the Japanese strongholds and
were supported and supplied by submarines. By the time Mac-
Arthur’s 6™ Army landed in early 1945, they had 22,000 guerilla
troops with coordinated operations, and General MacArthur used
them as a regular Army Division suppressing Japanese resistance
in the Northern mountains.

In early 1942, MacArthur was evacuated from Corregidor
to Australia, accompanied by the President of the Philippines
Manuel Quezon and his family and Vice President Sergio Osme-
fla. Osmefia’s wife Esperanza and family remained behind in
Manila. In April of 1942 President Quezon and Vice President
Osmefa traveled to the U.S. to form a government-in-exile.
When President Quezon died in tuberculosis sanitarium in 1944
and Osmefia was sworn in as President, Esperanza became the
First Lady of the Philippines. The Japanese kept the family un-
der close surveillance in Manila, prompting them to relocate to
the summer palace in Baguio, where they were immediately
placed under house arrest and became fearful they would be used
as hostages. One of Art’s great coups was to arrange their es-
cape to a guerilla camp high in the mountains then to Dagupan,
where they were finally reunited after MacArthur’s landing at
Lingayen, actions which established a lifelong bond of friendship
between Art and the Osmefia family.

While Art was incommunicado in the mountains, his wife
Lil was making a life for herself and their two girls. She took a
job with the Army, and survived in the restrained wartime Amer-
ica, never knowing what her husband was doing, or whether he
was still alive.

This is a wartime saga based on factual information and a
great contribution to history as the author publishes many of the
contemporaneous writings of her father. It is an important book
as it fills the gap many people in the U.S. and those held prisoner
by the Japanese are missing in the wartime saga. It is well-
written and keeps the reader in awe of the dangers faced by those
hiding from Japanese retribution.

Your Assistance Please

Every time we mail this newsletter, we receive perhaps half
a dozen of them returned by the postal service because the ad-
dressee is no longer at the address. Many of these people have
moved, but the Postal Service no longer has the forwarding ad-
dress. The result is that these BACEPOW members drop out of
our organization because they no longer get our correspondence.
Then months or years later they realize that they appear to have
been dropped by our organization.

Everyone who is a member of BACEPOW makes a valuable
contribution to our organization and we all lose when they no
longer can participate. If you know of anyone who was in an
internment camp, or a descendant of someone who was, please
contact them and have them join. Some may have been previous
members and just have forgotten to send their annual $15 dues or
update their addresses, others may not know about BACEPOW.

For those who did not pay 2019 dues, this will be the last
issue of this newsletter that they will receive, and they too will
become among the lost. Tell your friends to contact our Mem-
bership Chairman and join us:

Ric Laurence
120 Canal Street

San Rafael, CA 94901




Courage in a White Coat

by Mary Schwaner with Bobbi Chambers Hawk M.D.
Published by Prairie Muse Publishing, 2018
Reviewed by Sally Meadows with contributions by Angus Lorenzen

There is no doubt Dorothy Kinney Chambers, M.D. was
an amazing woman with healing powers that improved and saved
the lives of countless women and children in India and the Phil-
ippines. From an early age, she felt a calling for both medicine
and missionary work. She graduated second in her class from
the University of Colorado Medical School in 1926, an impres-
sive accomplishment for a woman at that time.

Dorothy moved to Assam, India in 1928 to be a medical
missionary and spent 10 years there, where she also met and
married (in 1936) her husband, Fred Chambers, an educational
missionary. Their daughter Carol was born in India in November
1937. In 1939, after a furlough back in the U.S., they traveled to
the Philippines for missionary postings in Iloilo City; their son
Robert (Bobby) was born there in February 1940. When the Jap-
anese invaded and occupied the islands, Dorothy and family
were held for 14 months, beginning in April 1942, at an elemen-
tary school in Iloilo City along with approximately 100 other
civilians. They were transferred to Santo Tomas Internment
Camp in Manila in June 1943 and spent the next 20 months there
until liberation. In camp, Fred was a teacher and Dorothy
worked in the children’s hospital.

On the cover, the story is described as “A true wartime
drama based on the experience of Dr. Dorothy Joy Kinney
Chambers and her family”. On the copyright page though, the
author describes the book as “ ... a work of both fact and of fic-
tion”. The book would be better categorized as an historical nov-
el based on a true story rather than a “true wartime drama”.

The story in India incorporates real letters Dorothy wrote
home, but in the Philippines, once the Chambers are interned the
letters home necessarily end. Lacking those, the author instead
quotes from various primary sources’ accounts of their intern-
ment, as well as excerpts from Fred’s memoir (presumably writ-
ten post-war but this is not specified) and also invents letters
Dorothy might have written home if she could have. It is some-
what disjointed switching between other people’s true accounts
and Dorothy’s dramatized story.

Courage in a White Coat does a good job illustrating the
social context of the camps and the determination and stamina
exhibited by the men and women imprisoned. It describes the
slow deterioration of mind and body of the internees through the
experiences of the Chambers family. It particularly reflects the
hopelessness during the last months of starvation, and the steps
taken to try to survive. Those who were in the camp will recog-
nize many of the same emotions that affected the Cham-
bers. This is the most valuable contribution of the book; it
makes the experience of living in such unimaginable circum-
stances all too real.

Unfortunately though, the author chooses to embellish
aspects of internment and liberation instead of relying on the
inherent drama of the situation. This tendency is even illustrated
on the cover, which says, “An American woman lives her dream
... But having survived three years in a Japanese POW camp, she
discovers her little family could be just 24 hours from EXECU-
TION”. This is reference to the possibility that the internees
might have been executed if the American troops hadn’t reached
Santo Tomas when they did. From Dorothy’s own letter (dated
March 17, 1945, available on the author’s website in “Snippets
from Dorothy”, but not quoted in the book), she refers to libera-
tion and says, “We certainly had a very narrow escape and had
the boys been another 24 hours in getting here [we] might not be
alive to tell the tale. We didn’t realize till it was all over just how
serious our situation was.” Despite Dorothy’s own acknowl-

edgement that this possibility was only well understood after-
wards, the author highlights this claim on the cover and then in-
adequately addresses it in the book.

Some examples of fiction introduced in the Santo Tomas
section of the book include:

o The story of Bobby trading drawings to the Japanese soldiers
for food was pure fiction. This is an unfortunate trivializa-
tion of one of the most important aspects of internment, the
lack of food and resulting malnutrition and starvation.

e The Travay family were key supporting characters, but ap-
parently they were invented. There are no Travays listed in
Frederic Stephen’s book or the Mansell roster as having been
interned in Santo Tomas.

e Dorothy worked in the children’s hospital and “not a single
child died during that time” The medical review by Dr. Lt.
Col. Emmet Pearson done after liberation shows that 12 chil-
dren under 10 years of age died. Did they all die before Dr.
Chambers arrived at Santo Tomas?

o The story of the pig that escaped from the Japanese pen and
vanished, and was then eaten by internees didn’t happen.

Strangely, the most significant event, especially in the
memories of those who were interned, was liberation, but only a
few pages were devoted to that and the details were incorrect:

o Aircraft that flew over the camp in the afternoon before lib-
eration didn’t drop the goggles. Instead, a single Marine
Corps Douglas Dauntless SBD dive bomber flew over at low
altitude in the morning and the gunner dropped his goggles
with the message.

e The book implies that the entire camp was aware that tanks
were advancing and “few inside could manage anything but
a terrified prayer.” The description of people’s reactions in
the book is quite different from that told by most internees.

o The book erroneously states that immediately after the tanks
went in to Santo Tomas “ ... was also the moment that the
big Japanese guns that had been focused on Manila swung
about and trained their killing force on Santo Tomas. ... Sev-
eral hundred internees who had survived starvation now per-
ished ... .” In fact, this bombardment began four days later
and resulted in a total of about 100 casualties, including 25
dead, 18 of whom were internees.

Finally, some of the references in the Sources section and
elsewhere were not well described. The references are important
to this story and should have been accurately detailed.

Courage in a White Coat brings attention to the still widely
unknown stories of civilian prisoners held by the Japanese in the
Philippines during WWII. Unfortunately, it is marred by need-
lessly introduced fiction and is inaccurate about important events.
The book is an homage to the Chambers family, well deserved
and meaningful to family and friends, but ultimately it cannot be
regarded as an historical reference.

The author has done a great disservice to the Chambers
family by trivializing the doctor’s story with meaningless fiction,
then ignoring the important action during liberation where
wounded GIs were treated by the Internment camp doctors and
nurses alongside the medical staff that accompanied the liberation
column. It was as if she got tired of the story and just dropped it
at the climax. The author’s research is exceptionally sloppy.



Four Heroes
By Christian A. Larsen

In the January 2019 issue, we published an article titled Story of the Wrong Man by Chris Larsen about the four men in Santo
Tomas who were arrested in December 1944 and executed by the Japanese. It has never been clear why these men, including two of the
camp leaders, were arrested, and it is believed that one of the four was the wrong man, not the one the Japanese intended to arrest.
Chris has continued his research and in this article presents further information that he has gathered on who the four men were and

why they were arrested.

C.C. Grinnell was one of the most prominent men in San-
to Tomas as Chairman of the Internee Committee, A. F. Duggle-
by was vice president of Benguet Mining Company and held
important positions in the Camp administration, Ernest E. John-
son was the Special Oriental representative of the United States
Maritime Commission, and Clifford L. Larsen, who was arrested
by mistake instead of Chris Larsen, was with the Atlantic Gulf
and Pacific Company. The arrest of these four men shocked the
Camp.

On December 23, 1944, the Kempetei came into Santo
Tomas, arrested Ernest Johnson and took him out of camp at 3
P.M. Carroll Grinnell, Alfred Duggleby and Clifford Larsen
were seized and held in the Commandant’s office until 7 P.M.,
then put in the Camp jail. On January 5th, the three internees
were taken out of Camp never to be seen alive again. Their bod-
ies were found near a police station on February 20, 1945 by a
group led by Lt. Thor Johnson, Ernest’s son.

The four men were actively involved with underground
activities. Grinnell led the effort to raise funds for food and med-
icine for the internees in Santo Tomas. Duggleby managed the
effort to supply the Camp with food in excess of what the Japa-
nese allowed. Larsen (my father) worked for Standard Oil and
was an agent with CIC Naval Intelligence, was responsible for
the flow of information in and out of Camp to keep up morale.
Johnson was in contact with the guerrillas, sending them food
and money. The four men were also suspected of operating a
radio to communicate with the resistance movement. That radio,
while never found, may have cost them their lives.

So why were these four arrested on December 23, 1944
just six weeks before the Camp was liberated on February 3,
1945?

Within months of the Japanese occupation, a resistance
movement sprung up in Manila. Since many men were off
fighting in the hills, women like Claire Philips (known as High
Pockets, who stuffed messages in her bra) while running a night-
club for Japanese officers to gather intelligence from them. Oth-
ers like Peggy Utinski, a nurse whose husband Jack was with the
guerrillas smuggled food and medicine to camps O’Donnell and
Cabanatuan. Josephina Guerrero tracked Japanese troop move-
ments and smuggled maps of fortifications through enemy lines;
the Japanese would not touch her because she had leprosy. Soon
dozens of citizens got involved with supporting the underground
movement in and around Manila.

The underground movement flourished through 1943.
Some say there was so much going on the Japanese tolerated the
small stuff until things got out of hand. In 1944, the Japanese
realized they were losing the war, and they began to crack down
on underground activities. Dozens of spies were arrested and
brutally tortured; some survived, most didn’t. Some of the survi-
vors may have shared information or even worse, gave up names
of others in the underground network to save their own lives.

Onto this scene appeared a double agent named Franco

Vera Reyes. Reyes, American by birth, was sly, deceptive and
willing to betray his own countrymen. Before working as a spy
for the Japanese, Reyes used to forge checks for American POWs
which led to his incarceration in old Bilibid Prison. He was freed
by the Japanese under the condition he work for them. Posing as
an intelligence officer from Australia with identification to prove
it, Reyes was able to infiltrate Manila’s underground guerrilla
network. He was instrumental in the capture and execution of
some of Manila’s prominent civilians including Juan Miguel
Elizalde, Enrico Pirovano, Blanch Jurika - mother-in-law of
Chick Parsons, and even Claire Philips and Peggy Utinski.

On December 21, 1944, news reached Grinnell that Mrs.
J. D. Mencarini, a nurse and a mother of three, had been arrested
— later to be tortured and killed. His response was “That’s it
then.” He knew that all hell would break loose now for she was
one of their principal underground contacts.

On December 23, 1944, Johnson was arrested and taken
out of camp, and Grinnell, Duggleby, and Clifford Larsen were
arrested and put in the Camp jail while their shanties were thor-
oughly searched. One of the items found in Grinnell’s quarters
was a Christmas card from Mrs. Mencarini providing a link be-
tween Grinnell and Mrs. Mencarini.

The Japanese often wondered how the Americans back in
the U.S. knew so much about what was going on in Santo Tomas,
such as the flood and the rampant starvation. It’s possible if not
probable that information sent by radio in Santo Tomas to the
guerillas was forwarded by the guerillas to the U.S.

While the three men were in the Camp jail, they were vis-
ited one night by Earl Carroll, one of the other Camp leaders who
was able to sneak into the jail. Carroll said he spent an hour talk-
ing to the three men who told him they had not been able to tell
from the questioning how much the Japanese knew. Young
Larsen was bewildered. He lived a quiet, uneventful life in Santo
Tomas. They concluded he had been mistaken for another man —
an internee who lay next to Johnson in the hospital. At Grin-
nell’s request, Carroll warned that man the next day. He declared
he had done nothing to violate Japanese military law. That man
was my father — Christian A. Larsen.

Russell Frank writes in his book On The Road Home: An
American Story — “A Cliff Larsen roomed with my two brothers
and 37 other men in Main. The Japanese guards called out what
sounded like “Cliff” instead of “Chris” Larsen. Cliff innocently
responded and the guards seized and hustled him away.” 1It’s a
case of mistaken identity. The Japanese have trouble pronounc-
ing the letter “r”” which comes out sounding as the letter “I” as in
Cliff. Does that answer the question of the mistaken identity
once and for all?

We may never know for sure what really happened to
those four men who sacrificed their lives through their actions in
Santo Tomas to help make lives better for their fellow internees,
but we can come close.



Diamond Jubilee of Liberation

79 Years of Freedom from Japan’s Domination

BACEPOW is Planning a Gala Celebration
We encourage you to join us for this very special reunion

Embassy Suwites by Hilton Sacramento Riverfront Promenade
Thursday February 6 to Sunday February 9, 2020

Preliminary Program

Thursday
Reunion Registration 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM Embassy Suites main lobby
Managers’ cocktail party 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Friday
Reunion Registration 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM Embassy Suites main lobby
Morning session 9:00 AM — 12:00 N Speakers to be announced
Lunch break 12:00 N — 1:30 PM
Afternoon session 1:30 PM — 4:30 PM Speakers to be announced
Manager’s cocktail party 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Saturday

Morning session 9:00 AM — 12:00 N Panel discussion of liberation at each camp and the impact of the Battle of Manila
Jim Zobel of the MacArthur Memorial and Jim Scott author of Rampage about the Battle of Manila will participate with ex-
prisoners from the internment camps, and audience participation will be encouraged.

Lunch break 12:00 N — 1:30 PM

Afternoon session to include tours to various historical museums and for descendants there will be a special meeting for plan-

ning the future of BACEPOW and how the descendants will take a leadership role.

Manager’s cocktail party 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Sunday
Authors’ book discussions 8:00 AM to 11:30 AM Main Lobby
9:00 Board of Directors’ meeting
10:30 Authors’ work in progress meeting chaired by MaryBeth Klee
12:00 Banquet
Keynote speaker — William Paris—1st Cavalry
3:00 Adjourn

Reservations at the Embassy Suites Riverfront Sacramento Hotel should be made early to obtain the special BACEPOW rate of
$189. Reservations can be made on the internet at www.sacramento.embassysuites.com using our group code BCE. Or call (916)
326-5000 or toll-free 1-800-EMBASSY and ask for the Bay Area Civilian Ex-POW’s code BCE rate. Your reservation includes a
complimentary hot cooked breakfast and the managers cocktail party. Valet parking is available at a discount rate of $25 or use self-
parking nearby. Free airport pickup call (916) 326-5000. The deadline for reservations is January 16, 2020.

BACEPOW Newsletter
15 Diamonte Lane
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