
LTBETATToN L945

At Santo 1lomas fnternment Campl we lcrew from the San tr'raneisco Treasure
fsland Ratlio Nervs that the American Forces were on their vray to !'tanila
andl alsor that they hacL resoued. the American militazy prisoncrs at
Capaso l{e d.icl not know hort fast they were adlvancing nor what sort
of resistance the Japanese were puttl.ng up.

On the morning of Saturday the third. of Febnra.ry 1945 Il
d,id. not seem that there would be anythiy..i:::t"1 a.bout this particular
day. Bute around noonl sevarel. 

"C--tU,r:iiJr*-lqrtt++t 
planos came

straight down from the north. They flerv over our camp and close to thc
ceatral towcr of .the Univereity whercl since ].94Z tne Japanese had. been

concentreting enemy civilians. We 6ou1dl. see the pilota waving. :

Quickly, reports swept the camp that a pilot hacl. tlroppedl

a message as he passed. Incteed. he had.-r.I pei, of goggles hedt lancl.eit
I

ia the east patio of thc main builclingl telling us that rescue w&s noato

The message was reported. to read. rtRoll out the barrel. Santa Glaus is
ooming on Sunday or lltondayrt. (ttrie wae saturtl.ay noon)

As the afternoon "rrotoarrrtth itl dusk we hcard a goodt d.eaI

more firing from light wcapons than we had. heard before. tfe presumed. that
the guerrillfr were getting more act:lve. the firing becane continuous from

the north and.l alsol we hearil the sound of h-eavier tanks than the Japanese

had ever operated within our hearing. t{e simpLy concludlerl that they had

broug'ht up their front line equipment to get reacly for the acsault on Uanila.

We were not expecting argrthing lmmetliatcl especially as the

Jai anese railitary d.etachnent in the camp tl.id not geem to be disturbctL or to
aJ.:er any of its routi$el in spite of the noise of the firinge and of heaqy

vehiclos continuing and increasing. llhere w&s a much hcavier exchange of
firing d.otm towards or teyond. the Far Eqstern University.

At about !.00 p.m. the canrp was quiet and most of the people

had gone to their beds or whatever. then thers war the sound of heagy

vehicl"es on Espafia Streetl followed tf a commotiCn near the front gate.

snctden,v*rl"*#Bl#*T:*xg#,;uil3#Ht$#^dw\u'il-"*,,
and acrosc thc Main build,ing.trA Voice - an Anorican Voice - on a loudl hallcr _----(

sirouted. ItAre there attJr Amerioanr herefre l[hree.thousancl voices shoutecl WEStr



coml.ng on Srnclay or ll
a (tiris was saturday noon)

As the afternoon 
"rrr"foarrntth it e dusk we hcard a goodt d.eal

rnore firing from light wGapons than we had. heardl. before. We presumedl that
the guerrillfr were getting nore act:lve. The firing became continuous flom
the north andl alaol we heard. the sound of hlavier tanks than the Japanese
had ever operaterl within our hearing. We simply concluaed. that they had.

broug'ht up their front line equipment to get ready for the assault on ldanila.

tle were not expecting argrthing immettiatce especially ac thc
Jai anese military d.etachnent in the canp dtid. not seem to be disturbedl. or to
al. ier any of its routines in tpite of the noise of the firing; and of hear6r

vehicles continuing ancl increasing. There was a nuch hcavier exchange of
firing ttown towards or beyond. the Far Erlstern University.

At about !.00 p.m. the canrp was quiet and most of the people
hatl gone to their bed.s or whatever. Then thero war the sound of hearry

vehicles on Espafia Streete followed W a commotiCn near the front gate.

Suddenly a bright spgtlight from near the gate flashed. arotlad
and. a*oac the Moin u.,rri#"ilFiffi3 :*"*t"^t#*:t'trE
shouted. tfAre th.ere a4lr Americanr herer. Ehree thousand. voices shouted. qfESrL

Enginea startecl. up ancl a tanlcl jeepslna oannon rolleil up
toward.s the builclings. ftre name on the first tank was r3attling Basicro
!'or a long time the internee3 -1ysnt on singing ItGod. B1ese Americarf andl other
patriotic airs so ur.f4@7.9//l" heard. tr} our families liuing a couple of
miles awarfo

ldeanwhile thosqJapanese who hadl not been overwhelmed. cl.tring
the slcirmish at the gate retreated, into the nearby builctingl knorm to us as
the ltEd.ucation 3uild.ing,r wherel at one end, they had their offices anct

qr.ftters on the Ground floor. This na.nrow buildlng bcrca,me tho front part
of the UoS.To Hospital as ue now know it. The Japanese moved. up into the
rest of tho building ancL minef{with the several hundlredl ma}e J.nterneeg who

were housed there. The Americans, thenl cou1il not fire into the brrilcling.
3ut one Japanese re,'nained, near a windory f'rclng the l,lain builcting with an
automatic weapon of sorts with which he exchanged. fire with a tank that was
parked. alongsid.e that srnall office building situatett. between the &Lucatlon



and. Main buildi 
(;'*'o'^ tu N*A^'l'?tr da'.^t.^' *Gv<o o"'> @'

nSs.Tfnr^r+- t<-*{ r"e^ a"G-&) o*.ts a.lfla- U.9.T.x*er- cu,i 6 @*J1v^.c^t lLtn-s

So soon as the American solcliers amived. my wife and. I cLashecl

down into thec?mP office to complete our Gestetne- work - to put in the
final d.ate ancl other finishing touches to the pamphlet you have in your
hamd. Cur duplicator was in tha,t litt1e office builcling just out
of the line of fire between the tanl< and, the Japanese eo}d.ier. lfe were
very weak and. turning that haneLe was tiring work. We took it in turns to
do the work and to rest - to look out of the wind.ow and admire the pretty
machine gun buiLlets flying #', It never occurred. to us that a small
deviation in the & of that soldier fou1tl have polished. us off.

a

Other things were

grouplled. by Dave Boguslav

I{anila Daily Bu11etinl had"

going on in that Little office. The Manila pregc

of the Manila Times a.nd Bessie llackett of the
I

founQpitl Dunn vrho had come back to Irfanila in orc
of those jeepso Thel' 5o6 mucii to te1} ea.chothez, and. niil irad his carton of
rrKrr r^tions which conta.ined, an:oi:gst other thir.gs, a tin of coffee. They
couldnrt r,rait. They broke up the cha.irs,. started a. fire in the mid.d,le of
thi, tiled fioor and soon hacl i; ca.n of r"rater toirinss{fi1?r, and f enjo.yed t}cat
coffee a1 so1 wiren rte had completed. our vrorli.

Thc Ancrican rriil,it'.r;'unj.t that s.LormerL Santo Tomas was frnn ilre
First Cavalry Division headea by General l"tri11iam Chase r r..rh j-ch General
i,l.ecArtliur had" sent to idanila to secur.e ilrc Santo Tomas Civilian Ca.mn, Bilibid
Iriiich held militar.y prisoncrs; e.nd l1:rl.ncafrrn pa.1ace, the s;1mbo1ic seat of tle
Philip inc Governnent. Th.is tgroup of .banks a,n,1 jeeps lracL orderr: to s*on for
nothini'" not to fightr just to ma.ke its objectives. Therlr moved. so fas.b that
tl:e Japanese only succeed.ed. in biowing up the road bri,lges and. culverts after
the group had nassedo

I.lacArthurr s order to the First Cavalry came aftor he had. receiwed.
intelligence reports from lr1anila that the Japanese fil igir Command. intend.ed- tc o(;t[,a-J,

6iuc:rn:ps of the civil:.'n and nrilitary pz'isoirers a.nil ta,l<c il:m@otfh-tenil-a.
For tire 3.785 internees -l;hc J:rea.l:-ilrough r"e-rrer:entecl the cnd ctr

3 i noirt]:s of confirr:..icnt si:-.cc the .i.rnancse A:ir;, ha.,"t :aar.ched into llanila. on

JnnnarY ! l9-n'2. ft r.rl: ml,r.vellousl



of those jcepso had-

rrKrr r^tions r*hich contained, amongst other thingsl a of cof-fee. They

couldnrt wait. They broke up the chairs, stir,rteal a in the middle of

the tiled floor and. soon had a can of water boi

coffee also1 when we had compLeted. our workr

The Ancrican ruil,it"rlr unit tha'L s-i;orrrerl S.'nto Tomas was frnr the

First cavrelry Division headeo' try Gcneral trJilliam chaser '"rhi-ch General

i,iacArtliur']rad sent to idanila to secure'tlio Santo Tomas Cj.vilian Ca'mnr Bilibid

r+j'iich held- militar';r p::isoilers and. l,Ie-l.a.ci'.f,in Pa.1ace, the s;,'rnbclic seat of 'tlc

Philif irte Governnent. Th.is group of 'Lanks an'l jecps hr.t1 ord-ers tc s'Lon for"

a 1y, and I enioyed tkLt

movecl so fast tha.t

s a.ntl cuLverts after'
nothini'" not to f ight I just to n,:"ke its ob jcctives. The;r

tire Japa"nese only succeed"ecl in bior',iing up the road. bri'lge
-Lhe group had nassedo

t'lacArthur I s ,:rrler to the li'irst Cavalry cailte a.f''ccr hc ha,d. receiwed.

reports apanese If.leh Command intend.etL

s and ta.tce ttremry\t*ftaniLa.
ak-through renresented. the end.

to o(;t

UI

int e11 igence from X1anila that the J
tf.r-camps of the civil..'n and military prisoner

trtor the :,.?85 tntcrnees l;li,: Irc
3 / months of 66pf i1'r::..c nt since the Japanese Army ha.d

Jrmar$ 1 t9,1a. ft was marvell- I
hed into i'Iani1a on

a

llhe northcrn
,.rffiu retre,\

haif of 1.":.nili.r 1:1s soon secured right r;.t lm to the

ing Japanese clestroyed all- the brid-ges and held thePasig Ri

South.

rrBst not f*il tc '"*fr"" tl '"1 Feb^rary J *"'i''tt* start of a

month of heLl for the southern half of the cityr which was wat almost

totally destroyeland- that some !0 to'100 thousand personsl mostLy

civiliansl trl€r€ kilLed in that battle.
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